
 DATA LEAKAGE IN ONLINE SOCIAL NETWORKS	2

Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]          The rate of increment of using social networks cannot be denied globally. Many people have shifted to using the internet in so many ways the major reason being communication. Emerging trends like cloud computing being a great aid. Examples of websites offering internet services include Myspace, Twitter and Facebook among others which enable people to communicate regardless of location obstacles. People share sensitive information of themselves trusting the services operator and the other party to maintain high levels of secrecy with the contents of the information. The main concern is how secure is this information. Studies have depicted security problems facing the networking world. It is possible for data to be obtained from a user’s profile without their consent, for example, in the digital forensics world where investigators rely on Online Social Networks (OSN) to obtain information about criminals providing the evidence that they need to conduct their duties. This clearly means the content in the profiles are not confidential as they are supposed to be and can be accessed by the wrong person.
          Putting data of millions of users in one domain leaves users in a vulnerable situation of disclosure of their information without their knowledge. Again providers must look for other ways of generating income as a result of offering free services. This explains why for example government and the digital forensics department have a way of accessing criminal profiles without a problem. It is expected that individual’s become cautious of the level of confidentiality that internet providers offer and according to a survey with a samples size of 2253 adults done, 65% of adults had changed their settings to reduce what content they expose to others. Others erased profile comments and a number showed their concern on what they had posted. Since OSN Is attached and has become a way of life for many people, it is important to come up with ways of reducing privacy issues.
